VCH COVID-19 Immunization Campaign
Information for Certified Immunizers
Reflects information as of February 24, 2021

Acknowledge the unceded traditional homelands of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh
Nations on whose land we work, live and play with gratitude.
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Objectives
• To provide an overview of the COVID-19 mRNA vaccine
mechanism of action
• To highlight vaccine development and production
• To review Pfizer-BioNTech & Moderna COVID-19 specific
information
• To review storage options
• To describe the preparation and administration logistics
• To review documentation & reporting
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Goal of COVID-19 vaccine campaign
• Prevent deaths due to COVID-19 illness
• Reduce the severity of COVID-19 illness in individuals at high risk
• Reduce the spread of COVID-19 illness and mitigate its social and economic
consequences
• Timeline:
• Novel pneumonia cluster reported on Dec 31, 2019.
• Global COVID-19 pandemic declared on March 11, 2020.
• First approved vaccine available in BC Dec 14, 2020.

Image: Government of Canada. (2020). Current Situation. https://health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/epidemiological-summary-covid-19-cases.html?stat=num&measure=total#a2
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mRNA vaccine mechanism of action
• Two mRNA vaccines now available: Pfizer-BioNTech & Moderna COVID-19 vaccines
• Historically, vaccines have consisted of protein antigens or inactivated or attenuated
viruses/bacteria
• In contrast, the mRNA vaccines provide instructions to our cells to manufacture the
protein antigen
• Both vaccines contains a modified mRNA formulated in lipid nanoparticle capsule; the
capsule enables delivery of the mRNA into cells
• The mRNA contains the code for the S or spike protein, which is found on the surface
of the COVID-19 virus
• The vaccines elicits neutralizing antibody and cellular immune response to the S
antigen
Reference: Product monograph: https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf 5

COVID-19 mRNA vaccine
mechanism of action
1. The vaccine is administered in the
deltoid
2. The mRNA is taken up by our cells
where it instructs the cells to produce
the spike protein antigen
3. The cell breaks down the mRNA once
the antigen is produced
4. The spike protein exits the cell and
becomes anchored onto the surface of
the cell.

5. The immune system recognizes that
the protein does not belong and builds
an immune response by making
antibodies and memory cells

Image: Harvard University. (2015). RNA vaccines: a novel technology to prevent
and treat disease.

6. This response clears the spike protein
and enables our bodies to protect
against future infection by COVID-19
virus

Reference: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. (2020). Understanding mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines.
http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2015/rna-vaccines-a-novel-technology-to-prevent-and-treat-disease/
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mRNA vaccines are not live vaccines. They cannot cause COVID infection.

Reference: Product monograph: https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf 7

Overview of Vaccine Production
• Vaccines are among the most strictly regulated and effective tools of
modern medicine
• Vaccines are rigorously tested over the course of their development to
show they are safe and effective prior to approval from Health Canada
• Laboratory and animal testing are first conducted before studies in
humans
• Testing in humans is done over 3 phases of clinical trials
• These trials provide crucial information on vaccine safety as well as
efficacy
• Once vaccine manufacturers have successfully completed all three phases
of clinical trials, they submit data to Health Canada’s Biologic and
Radiopharmaceutical Drugs Directorate (BRDD) for approval
• BRDDD is the Canadian regulatory authority responsible for approving
biological drugs including vaccines for use in Canada
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Reference & image: BCCDC. (2020). Vaccine Safety. http://www.bccdc.ca/healthprofessionals/clinical-resources/vaccine-safety

Accelerated vaccine development of COVID-19 vaccine
• While SARS-CoV-2 is new, we have learned a lot about coronaviruses from SARS and
MERS. This laid the groundwork for understanding COVID-19 virus, genome, structural
proteins, how it infects humans, and how immune system responds²
• In recognition of the urgent need to develop a COVID-19 vaccine
• Funding and scientific collaborations have changed¹
• Regulators for vaccine development and approval have allowed for adaptive designs that
support accelerated vaccine development while maintaining strict clinical and safety
standards²
• These accelerated steps allow research and development to occur in parallel with overlapping
time frames rather than in a sequential fashion.
• No regulatory or approval steps are missed; they occur in an ongoing fashion rather than
taking place once all the development steps are completed.
1. WHO. (2020). CoVID-19: Vaccine research and development. https://www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/coronavirus-disease-(covid-19)-vaccineresearch-and-development
2. Halperin, S. (2020). Search for COVID-19 Vaccine. [presentation at CIC 2020). Professor of pediatrics and Microbiology and Immunology, Dalhousie
University.
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3. National Centre for Immunization Research and Surveillance. COVID-19 vaccines: FAQs.https://www.ncirs.org.au/covid-19/covid-19-vaccinesfrequently-asked-questions
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Images: Thompson, S.A. (2020). New York Times: How Long Will a Vaccine Really Take?
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/04/30/opinion/coronavirus-covid-vaccine.html

Vaccination campaign sequencing of priority populations
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https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/emergency-preparedness-response-recovery/covid-19-provincial-support/vaccines
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Reminder: Pfizer & Moderna COVID-19 vaccines
Pfizer

Moderna

Age

16+ years of age

18+ years of age

Shipment

Shipped frozen
(-70oC to -80oC)

Shipped frozen
(-15oC to -25oC)

Storage

-70oC for 6 months
Stable at 2oC to 8oC x 5 days

Store at -20oC for 6 months
Stable at 2oC to 8oC x 30 days

Doses per vial

6 doses per vial
No preservative.

10 doses per vial
No preservative.

Handling
instructions

Requires reconstitution with
1.8 mL saline; once diluted,
use within 6 hours.

Does not require reconstitution

Series

Two doses, 21-28* days apart
(min interval: 18 days)
* BC program
recommendation 35-42 days

Two doses, 28 days apart*
(min interval: 21 days)
* BC program recommendation
35-42 days
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The only contraindication to receipt of a COVID-19 vaccine is a history
of an anaphylactic reaction to:
1.

a previous dose of the vaccine

2.

any component of the vaccine*
*Polyethylene glycol (PEG) is a potential allergen known to cause type 1 hypersensitivity reactions and can be
found in:
• cosmetics
• skin care products
• contact lens care solutions
• cough syrup
• laxatives
• bowel preparation products for colonoscopy
PEG can be an additive in some processed foods and drinks, however no cases of anaphylaxis to PEG in foods
and drinks have been reported

3.

Individuals who have had any allergic reaction within 48 hours of receipt of dose #1 COVID-19 vaccine, should
not receive further doses until assessment by an allergist is made
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COVID-19 vaccine ingredients
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine ingredients:
• Medicinal ingredient: nucleoside- modified messenger RNA
• Other ingredients: ALC-0159 = 2-[(polyethylene glycol [PEG])-2000]-N, Nditetradecylacetamide, ALC-0135 = (4-hydroxybutyl)azanediyl)bis(hexane-6,1diyl)bis(2-hexyldecanoate), 1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycero-3-phosphocholine,
cholesterol, dibasic sodium phosphate dehydrate, monobasic potassium
phosphate, potassium chloride, sodium chloride, sucrose, water for injection
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine ingredients:
• Medicinal ingredient: nucleoside-modified messenger RNA
• Other ingredients: lipids (SM-102, polyethylene glycol [PEG] 2000 dimyristoyl
glycerol [DMG], cholesterol, and 1,2-distearoyl-sn-glycerol-3phosphocholine
[DSPC]), tromethamine, tromethamine hydrochloride, acetic acid, sodium
acetate, sucrose, water for injection.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Precautions
While the product monographs identify a number of precautions because these
populations were not included in the original vaccine trials, in the context of
ongoing risk of COVID-19, the following individuals can be offered vaccination:
• Pregnant or breast-feeding women
• Those with immunocompromising conditions or on medications that weaken
their immune system
• Those who have recently received any other immunization or a TB skin test
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COVID-19 Vaccine Precautions cont’d
• Wait until symptoms of an acute illness are resolved before vaccinating with COVID19 vaccine to differentiate symptoms of illness from vaccine side effects.
• Individuals who are taking monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma for the
treatment or prevention of COVID-19 should not receive the COVID-19 vaccine at
the same time.
• For persons who received monoclonal antibodies or convalescent plasma for
treatment of COVID-19, at least 90 days should elapse prior to vaccination with
a COVID-19 vaccine. A second infection is unlikely to occur in that time period,
and a period of 90 days or more will minimize the risk of blunting of the vaccine
induced immune response, accounting for the estimated half-life of these
treatments.
• Individuals with history of SARS-COV-2 are expected to have derived some
protection from their infection. Once it has been more than 3 months since the
individual with previous SARS-COV-2 infection has recovered, they will be eligible
for vaccine as supply becomes available.
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COVID-19 Vaccine Precautions cont’d
Concomitant administration with other vaccines:
1. Administration of COVID-19 vaccine within 14 days following another vaccine

• VCH recommends not to defer COVID-19 vaccination regardless if the individual has received any vaccines
(inactivated or live) or a TB skin test recently
2. Administration of another vaccine following COVID-19 vaccine series

• VCH recommends no waiting period after the administration of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine before the
administration of another vaccine for the purposes of travel, special populations (eg. HSCT, transplant client,
chronic kidney, etc.) or post-exposure prophylaxis.
• Routine, non-urgent vaccinations (eg. Td booster) where a delay in vaccination will not pose a risk to the
client can be deferred for 28 days
3. Simultaneous administration with other vaccine
• VCH recommends that COVID-19 vaccine can be administered at the same time as another vaccine. This is is
particularly important for individuals where timing of another vaccine (inactivated or live) should not be
delayed (eg. travel vaccine purposes, special populations requiring subsequent vaccine [ie. HSCT clients,
transplant clients, chronic kidney, etc.] or for post-exposure prophylaxis.
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Pfizer-BioNTech Vaccine
• Authorized for use in Canada on December 9, 2020
• Eligibility: approved for use in individuals 16 years of age and older
• Dose and Schedule: 2 doses given as 0.3mL/30mcg intramuscularly (IM), 35-42 days
apart* (acceptable range = 21 to 42 days)
*The minimum interval between doses is 18 days. For optimal response, immunizers
should observe the recommended intervals as much as possible.
Do not inject subcutaneously, intravenously, or intradermally
On January 7th, the BC Provincial Health Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry, advised that a longer
period between doses (35 days) would be observed in BC to allow for more initial doses to
be given. There may be additional adjustments as the vaccine campaign moves forward;
nurses who immunize must keep informed of the current recommendations for the vaccine
they are providing.
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Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine efficacy
• Rates shown to elicit 95% vaccine efficacy after 2-dose series¹
• With an observed efficacy rate in those 65 years and over of more than 94%
• Efficacy was consistent across age, gender, race and ethnicity demographics¹
• It may take until 7 days after the second dose to develop optimal protection against
COVID-19²
• A post-hoc estimate of vaccine efficacy calculated from 14 days after dose 1 until
dose 2 (a period of one week for the majority of study participants) was 92.3% (95%
CI: 69 to 98%) ᵌ
• Long-term effectiveness continues to be evaluated.

Image: Financial Times. (2020). Pfizer and BioNTech’s COVID-19 vaccine.
https://www.ft.com/content/9bde4bff-acf0-4c2a-a0d0-5ed597186496
1. Pfizer. (2020). Pfizer and BioNTech Achieve first authorization in the world for a vaccine to combat COVID-19. [Press Release]. https://www.pfizer.com/news/press-release/press-release-detail/pfizer-andbiontech-achieve-first-authorization-world
2. Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. (2020). Product Monograph. https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf
3. NACI update statement January 12, 2020. https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html
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Pfizer-BioNTech Phase 3 Study Results

Polack FP, et al. Safety and Efficacy of the BNT162b2 mRNA Covid-19 Vaccine. NEJM.22
DOI: 10.1056/NEJMoa2034577

Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine Storage Options
1. Pfizer vaccine can be stored in ULT for long-term storage up to 6 months
•
•

Between -80⁰C to -60 ⁰C
Most sites will not have this option

2. Thermal Shipper Designed for Temporary Storage
•
•
•
•

Can maintain temperature of -90°C to -60°C and use of storage for up to 30 days
Dry-ice replenishments need to occur within 24 hours of receiving Thermal Shipper with
vaccines and then every 5 days (up to 6 re-icings)
Staff need training to handle dry ice, and appropriate personal protective equipment
Recommend no more than 2 openings per day, however if done more often would need
to replenish dry ice more often

3. 2⁰C to 8⁰C Refrigerator
•

Product to be stored at 2⁰C to 8⁰C temperature for up to 5 days only
(120 hours)
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Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine Preparation
• From storage, remove 1 vial for every 5 clients according to planned number of
vaccinations per day
• Each multi-dose (preservative-free) vial contains 6 doses
• Needs to reach room temperature before administration
Timelines:
•
•
•
•

From frozen state, thaw for approximately 30 minutes if at room temperature
From frozen state, thaw for approximately 3 hours if in refrigerator
Bring refrigerated vial to room temperature (5-10 minutes) before reconstituting
Can remain at room temperature (2 to 25 ⁰C) before dilution for up to 2 hours
CANNOT be re-frozen once thawed
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Pfizer vaccine reconstitution & drawing up
VIDEO: Steps for reconstitution [3:18 min]
*note, volume is low at start of video but improves after 15
seconds*

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y8sadlV_3I&feature=youtu.be
VIDEO: Steps for drawing up vaccine [1:38 min]
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l1ZyQJtTcAE&feature=youtu.be
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Pfizer vaccine reconstitution - notes
• Before dilution, invert gently 10 times to mix. Do not shake. Handle vaccine gently.
• Each vial needs to be reconstituted with diluent
• 0.9% sodium chloride (normal saline) injection
• Do not use any alternate diluents
• Regardless of the volume of the locally sourced diluent vial (2ml, 3ml, 5ml or 10ml) it
must be used for ONE TIME dilution only, and discarded thereafter
• Once reconstituted with diluent, must be used within 6 hours from the time of the
dilution
• Using aseptic technique, cleanse the vial stopper with a single-use swab and dilute the
thawed vial at room temperature by adding 1.8mL of 0.9% Sodium Chloride Injection
(normal saline)
• To equalize pressure before removing needle can withdraw 1.8ml of air into empty syringe
• Supplies for diluent: 1 diluent syringe/needle combo (3ml or 5ml/21 g or narrower needle
recommended)
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Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine - drawing up notes
• Gently invert the vial containing diluted mix 10 times. Do not shake.
• Using aseptic technique, cleanse the vial stopper with a single use antiseptic swab
• Draw 0.3mL/30mcg of the reconstituted vaccine into a new sterile dosing syringe
• 6 single-dose syringes/needle combo (1ml syringe/IM injection needle)
• Adjustments to remove air bubbles should be done with the needle still in the
vial to avoid loss of dosing solution
• Can pre-load syringes (rec. by Pfizer)
• Store pre-loaded syringes between 2⁰C to 25⁰C
• Record the time and date of dilution on the vial label
• Reminder that diluted vials must be used within 6 hours from time of
dilution, discard any unused
Note: a provider may pool from up to 3 separate vials from the same lot # to
constitute a full additional dose (use as soon as possible to minimize the risk of
bacterial growth). Use only residual volume to prepare a full dose when pooling
vaccine (do not add contents from a vial that still contains a full dose)
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General Administration reminders
• When administering any biological product consider 7 “Rights” of medication
administration
• Professional and legal responsibility of the provider to obtain informed
consent prior to administration
• Refer to BCCDC Immunization Manual
• Appendix A: Informed consent
• Appendix B: Administration of Biological Products
• Appendix D: Reducing immunization injection pain
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General IM Administration reminders
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cleanse the deltoid IM site with aseptic swab
Use correct needle size (25g, 1”-1.5” needle)
Inject rapidly at a 90⁰ angle; do not aspirate
Withdraw quickly
Apply pressure immediately
Do not massage – may damage tissue

• Watch landmarking for deltoid administration video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1ryT8474m0&feature=youtu.be
(0:54 min)
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Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine Administration
• For each client, 0.3mL/30mcg of diluted dosing solution is given
intramuscularly
• Do not inject the vaccine subcutaneously, intradermally or intravenously
• Dose and Schedule: 2 doses given as 0.3mL/30mcg intramuscularly (IM), 3542 days apart* (acceptable range = 21 to 42 days)
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Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine Side Effects
• Like all vaccines, Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine can cause side effects¹:
• Local: pain at injection site, swelling, redness
• Systemic: Fatigue, chills, fever, headache, muscle pain, joint pain
• Very common side effects: Local and systemic as per above (may affect
more than 1 in 10 people)
• Uncommon side effect: enlarged lymph nodes (may affect up to 1 in 100
people)
• Onset of side effects typically occurred within 7 days of receipt of either dose 1
and/or dose 2
• All side effects reported were temporary²
• No serious adverse events were reported²
1. Government of Canada. (2020). Details for: Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine. https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-en.html
2. Walsh et al. (2020). Safety and Immunogenicity of two RNA-based COVID-19 vaccine candidates. New England Journal of Medicine. https://doi.org. 10.1056/NEJMoa2027906
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Safety Data: 18-55 years of age

Reference: Pfizer-BioNTech. (2020). Product Monograph . https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf
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Safety Data: Participants > 56 years
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Moderna COVID-19 vaccine
• Authorized for use in Canada as of December 23, 2020 in relation to the
COVID-19 pandemic, under Health Canada’s Interim Order Respecting the
Importation, Sale and Advertising of Drugs for Use in Relation to COVID-19
• Eligibility: Approved for use in individuals 18 years of age and older
• Dose and Schedule: 2 doses given as 0.5mL/100mcg intramuscularly (IM), 3542 days apart (min interval between doses: 21 days)
• Moderna COVID-19 vaccine is for intramuscular injection only.
• Do not inject subcutaneously, intravenously, or intradermally
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Moderna COVID-19 vaccine storage

• Product stored at -20⁰C (range -25 ⁰C to -15 ⁰C) freezer up to 6 months
• Refrigerator stable between 2⁰C to 8⁰C for up to 30 days (do not refreeze)
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Moderna COVID-19 vaccine preparation
• Product should be thawed prior to use:
• Freezer to room temperature takes approx. 1 hour to thaw
• Freezer to refrigerator will require 2 hours to thaw, then at least 15
minutes at room temperature
• From refrigerator to room temperature takes approx 15 minutes
• Unpunctured vials may be stored between 8 ⁰C to 25 ⁰C for up to 12 hours
• Remove the required number of vial(s) from storage according to number of
vaccinations to be done that day
• Product must be thawed and be at room temperature prior to administration
• Once at room temperature, product is ready for use
• No reconstitution required
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Moderna COVID-19 vaccine Administration
• Swirl vial gently after thawing and between each withdrawal
• Using aseptic technique, cleanse the vial stopper with a single use
antiseptic swab with each withdrawal
• Withdraw 0.5ml/100mcg for each dose using a new sterile needle/syringe
combo for each injection
• Once dose is in syringe, should be administered immediately
Note: a provider may pool from up to 3 separate vials from the same lot # to
constitute a full additional dose (use as soon as possible to minimize the risk of
bacterial growth). Use only residual volume to prepare a full dose when pooling
vaccine (do not add contents from a vial that still contains a full dose)
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Moderna COVID-19 vaccine Administration cont’d
• Administer the Moderna COVID-19 vaccine intramuscularly
• Do not inject subcutaneously, intradermally, or intravenously
• After first puncture, must be used within 6 hours
• Vial should be held in temperatures between 2 ⁰C to 25 ⁰C
• Requires 2 dose series: 0.5ml/100mcg dose 35 days apart (min interval
between doses 21 days)
• Supply equipment for administration:
• 1 or 3ml administration syringe/needle combo (25G,1”-1.5” needles)
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Moderna COVID-19 vaccine side effects
• Local¹: pain at the injection site (92%), swelling at the injection site (14.7%),
redness at the injection site (10%)
• Systemic¹: fatigue (70%), headache (64.7%), muscle aches (61.5%), joint pain
(46.4%), chills (45.4%), nausea/vomiting (23%), axillary swelling/tenderness
(19.8%), fever (15.%)
• Majority of local and systemic reactions were mild to moderate in severity and
resolved within 1 to 3 days²
• A delay in localized reactions may appear starting 8 days or later after
receiving the vaccine
• Side effects were more common in younger adults (18 to < 65 years) as
compared to older adults (≥ 65 years)²
• More side effects were reported after dose #2²
• The side effects observed indicated that the vaccine is safe and well-tolerated
across demographic subgroups based on age, gender, race/ethnicity²
Reference:
1. Moderna Tx. (2020). Fact Sheet for HCPs Emergency Use Authorization. https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-providers.pdf
2. Government of Canada. (2020). Regulatory decision summary Moderna. https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/regulatory-decision-summarydetailTwo.html?linkID=RDS00736
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Safety data: 18 – 64 years of age

Reference: Moderna. (2020). Product Monograph. https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-pm1.pdf
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Safety data: 65 years of age and older
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Reference: Moderna. (2020). Product Monograph. https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-pm1.pdf

Moderna COVID-19 vaccine vaccine efficacy
• Overall vaccine efficacy for those 18 years of age and older 94.1%

• Subgroup broken down by age 18 to < 65 years elicited rate of 95.6%
vs. ≥ 65 years rate of 86.4%

• Vaccine efficacy calculated in a small subgroup of study participants from 14
days after dose 1 was 92.1% (95% CI, 68.8 to 99.1%)²

• Long term efficacy is still unclear, and evaluation is ongoing
Reference:
1. Moderna Tx. (2020). Fact Sheet for HCPs Emergency Use Authorization. https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-providers.pdf
2. NACI update statement January 12, 2020. https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19vaccines.html
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COVID-19 Vaccine Screening Checklist for dose #1
1. Are you feeling ill today?
2. Do you have any severe allergies?
2a. If yes: Do you have a severe allergy to
polyethylene glycol (PEG)?
It can be found in some products such as
cosmetics, skin care products, laxatives, cough
syrups, and bowel preparation products for
colonoscopy.

No □
Yes □
If yes, what symptoms?
No □
Yes □
No □

Yes □

3. Have you had previous lab-confirmed COVID-19
disease?

If anaphylaxis without known or
obvious cause, consider
immunization in an emergency
setting or referral to an allergist
prior to immunization
No □
Yes □
If yes, when?

4. Have you ever felt faint or fainted after a past
vaccination or medical procedure?

No □
Yes □
If yes, please provide details

2b. If yes to #2, have you had anaphylaxis
(severe allergy) from an unknown cause? Were
you seen by an allergy specialist?

COVID-19 Vaccine Screening Checklist for dose #2
1. Any new or significant changes to your
health since dose #1?

No □

Yes □

2. Did you have any adverse reactions after
your first dose?

No □
Yes □
If yes, please provide details

3. Have you had lab-confirmed COVID-19
disease?

No □
Yes □
If yes, when?
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Anaphylaxis in a non-hospital setting
• Preparation:
• Guidelines Part 3: Management of Anaphylaxis in a non hospital setting
• Keep anaphylaxis kits up to date
• Suggested contents is listed in Part 3: under (9.) for Maintenance of
Epinephrine Vials and other Emergency Supplies
• Any serious symptoms or symptoms that may be an allergic reaction
should seek medical attention right away
• AEFI reporting
• Any unusual or persistent side effects should be reported per local process
for MHO/delegate AEFI review and recommendation
• New events specific to COVID-19 vaccines to be added to AEFI form
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Documentation
For now, plan is to provide clients with:

• Transcribe info or direct entry into provincial eform. Eform information will be
automatically uploaded into Panorama, Care Connect and PARIS.
• Clients may also get wallet size cards or other records once these are available.
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Resources
VCH COVID-19 related materials & BCCDC COVID-19 related materials posted on
the Sneezes & Diseases website (health professionals page):
https://sneezesdiseases.com/health-professionals
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Resources cont’d
What you need to know – POSTER
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/phac-aspc/documents/services/publications/diseases-conditions/what-you-need-to-know-covid-19vaccine/what-you-need-to-know-covid-19-vaccine-eng.pdf
Pfizer-BioNTech Product Monograph
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf
Details for: Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine
https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-en.html
Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine: What you should know
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/vaccines/pfizerbiontech.html
Vaccines and treatments for COVID-19: Progress
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/prevention-risks/covid-19-vaccinetreatment.html
Pfizer-BioNTech materials will be available on www.CVDvaccine.ca (not yet activated, but will be up shortly). Materials such as: storage &
handling, dry-ice safety data sheet, dry-ice safe handling, STEPs leaflet, Shipping and Handling checklist, Dear HCP letter, Product
monograph, etc.
Dry-ice handling safety training course register:
https://learninghub.phsa.ca/Courses/24530/dry-ice-handling-safety-training
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Resources Cont’d
PHAC webinar for HCP education (Vaccine Foundations for HCPs) – scheduled for December 14, 2020 from 10am-12pm (with live Q&A) To register:
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vKNSfpoJTsE__bKYJj3Lw?utm_source=Canadian+Public+Health+Assocation&utm_campaign=66520cf4a1EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_12_09_12_28&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1f88f45ba0-66520cf4a1-140932511 (This webinar will be archived for
later viewing)
Immunization Manual guidelines, Healthfile, screening checklist: http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/communicable-diseasecontrol-manual/immunization/biological-products
Healthcare provider Q&A – currently being developed by BCCDC
Condensed EPIC immunization competency course – expedited learning process will be coming for new vaccine providers administering covid vaccine
only
• BCCNM support for a condensed competency course for onboarding new vaccine providers for covid vaccine administration
• Full course still required if providing non-covid vaccines
• Course will be free of charge with the province-specific code (TBD)
• Information and registration info will be posted to the BCCDC Immunization Competency Course webpage once available, likely within
the coming weeks
Canadian Pediatric Society course - Vaccine hesitancy related to covid vaccine -planned for early January 2021
• Will be about an hour in length and free of charge with a province-specific code
• Adults incapable of consent for self - Generic consent form already exists and is posted to BCCDC site
BCCDC COVID vaccine webpage – available http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine

48

Resources cont’d
Moderna COVID-19 vaccine product monograph

https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-pm1.pdf
Health Canada Moderna COVID-19 vaccine information
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccinestreatments/vaccines/moderna.html

BCCDC COVID-19 resources for Health professionals
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/resources-for-health-professionals
BCCDC Vaccines for COVID-19
http://www.bccdc.ca/health-info/diseases-conditions/covid-19/covid-19-vaccine/vaccines-for-covid-19
Fact sheet for HCPs administering Moderna
https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-providers.pdf
Fact sheets for Moderna vaccine recipients

https://www.modernatx.com/covid19vaccine-eua/eua-fact-sheet-recipients.pdf
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Thanks for participating in this exciting campaign. Have fun immunizing!
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